The fungus boll rot of cotton-cotton anthracnose-has been known and studied for twenty-fiye years. It is just within the past few years, however, that the economic phases of the disease have been receiving serious consideration at the hands of pathologists.
For four years we have been studying this disease at Clemson. During this investigation a number of interesting things have been brought out.
For the benefit of those of you who are not familiar with the disease I have brought along some specimens of diseased bolls and some colored illustrations of the different stages of the disease.
Anthracnose is, of course, primarily a boll disease. Sometimes, however, if conditions are right, it attacks and destroys large quantities of seedlings and thus injures the stand.
Early in our study of anthracnose we found spores and filaments of the fungus on the inside of seed taken from slightly diseased bolls. We also found that mature slightly diseased seed, when germinated or planted in the field, produced diseased plants, i. e., we proved, at least to our own satisfaction, that anthracnose is carried in the seed. The various experiments conducted along this line and the results obtained have been reported in articles published in our Experiment Station Reports for the past three years, so I shall not take up your time with them here.
The thing which I wish to call special attention to at this time is the kind of stalks and bolls from which we get diseased seed. Since
